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Frederick Bremer News  
October 2021 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

It has been a brilliant half term at Frederick 

Bremer School, and a huge well done to our 

new Year 7 pupils who have settled in 

fantastically. There have been so many great 

activities happening in the school, which you 

can read about in more detail in this 

newsletter,  from our Black History Month 

events to visiting the Globe Theatre to our 

auditions for our school production, Annie.  

We would like to thank our community for being 

so supportive with the sad news of our staff 

member Kimesha Harding passing away. We 

would like to thank everyone who has donated 

in her name and those who have taken part in 

events helping us raise money, such as our Year 

8 sponsored silence. If you would like to donate 

to a charity in Kimesha’s name please click here. 

Our 'Wear your colours' day and bake sale this 

Friday will have also raised a lot more money for 

this important cause, Cancer Research.  

Our pupils have been hugely supportive in 

raising money for those less fortunate than 

ourselves. We raised a fantastic £1032.79 on our 

first non-uniform day this half term, which was 

split between the British Red Cross and the 

Refugee Crisis Appeal to support those affected 

by the Afghan crisis. We will continue to raise 

money to help others and those in need, be it 

within our community or those elsewhere and 

will be working with our new pupil leaders on 

our Christmas charity fundraiser after half 

term.  

I’d like to wish our twelve Simmons & Simmons 

Young Talent Programme pupils (who are in Year 

11) good luck on their work experience this half 

term. We know that they will excel and gain a 

huge wealth of experience. We look forward to 

hearing all about their week when we come 

back. 

If your child is anxious about Maths, you can 

sign up for a session with Rachel Kidson Maths 

Author & Educational Psychology Lead at Eedi. 

They will give you practical advice on ways you 

can help your child with their maths, whether 

they are struggling with maths anxiety or stuck 

on their homework. To sign up please click here.  

 

If you do have any questions, please do not 

hesitate to contact us on 020 8498 3340 or 

email us at school@bremer.waltham.sch.uk. 

Wishing you a relaxing half term break.  

Ms Smith  

Headteacher 

Please note all year groups will return on 

Monday  1st November. Pupils must arrive at 

the latest 8.25am in full school uniform.   

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/bremer2021
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RaZtoO11RlGk7HzuDRVYMA
mailto:school@bremer.waltham.sch.uk
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Headteacher’s Tea 

We’ve hosted our first Headteacher’s Tea for 

pupils, as a thank you and a huge well done for 

their continued efforts this half term. Pupils 

who have achieved the highest number of 

achievement points so far this year and those 

who were tour guides for our Year 6 tours, were 

invited for tea and treats as a big thank you.  

Pupils had lots of food to enjoy whilst 

socialising with their peers, with special 

appearances from their Heads of Year, who 

were so proud of the pupils who attended this 

prestigious event.  

The hall echoed with laughter as they filled up 

on cake and crisps, before a speech from Ms 

Smith about their hard work and fantastic 

efforts so far this year.  

We are already excited about our next 

Headteacher’s Tea and look forward to 

welcoming another set of prestigious pupils.  

Year 9 Arts Award with Miss Wahid 

As part of the Arts Award, the Year 9s have been 

learning about Georgia O'Keeffe and her work. 

Michael, Meremdzhan, Roberta, Joey, Danielius, 

Abubakar, Kai and Dajoni have studied and re-

created O'Keeffe's work in order to understand 

the techniques used by the artist. 

Mr Lacey has kindly displayed the work created 

in GI2 and it looks amazing. 

If you get a chance, do have a peak! 



Launching Black History Month   
 
On Friday 1st October we launched Black History 
Month in form time. Tutors presented to students 
someone that inspired them of Black heritage. 
Every member of staff chose a person of 
inspiration to share with pupils. The students 
learned about a range of different figures past and 
present, including: Benjamin Zephaniah, Anne-
Marie Imafidon and Billie Zangewa.   
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Yvonne Conolly: The first Black Headteacher in the UK 

Nominated by: Ms Smith, Headteacher 

I have nominated Yvonne Conolly as my person of inspiration, 
who became the first Black Headteacher of a school in the UK in 
1969.  

When I was a child growing up in London in the 1980s, most 
teachers in school were white and most school leaders were male. 
Yvonne Conolly was the trail blazer who started to change this. 

Lord Simon Woolley : Principal of Cambridge 
University's Homerton College, Political and Equalities 
activist 

He became the first Black man to lead an Oxbridge 
college on Friday, October 1 2021. He left school 
without A-Levels and started his working life in an 
apprenticeship as a car mechanic. Later, he worked to 
empower communities and to integrate better politics 
education into the school curriculum. Woolley received 
a knighthood (Kt) in the 2019 Birthday Honours for his 
services to race equality.  

Yvonne Lawson: Founder and CEO of the Godwin Lawson 
Foundation (GLF) 

Name of staff inspired: Ms Hewitt, Deputy Headteacher 

Tell us more about them and why they inspire you: Yvonne is the 
founder of the Godwin Lawson Foundation. Following the tragic 
fatal stabbing of her son Godwin, Yvonne began researching 
Gangs and Knife Crime and founded the charity to raise 
awareness and educate young people at risk. The foundation has 
grown and Yvonne has changed the lives of hundreds of young 
people.  
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Celebrating Cultural Diversity   
 
Our termly focus this term has been Cultural Diversity Month. Throughout this month we have 
celebrated our language diversity, we have celebrated Black History Month and the different 
cultures we belong to. 

Great Bremer Cultural Bake Off 
 
Congratulations to the entrants and winners of the Bake Off! All proceeds were donated to 
charity in honour of Ms Harding.  

Equalities Champions 
 

Well done to our newly appointed Equalities 

Champions! These students will be meeting 

regularly and planning activities to promote and 

raise awareness around equality throughout the 

year. 

Black History Month Badge Design Winner   
 

Congratulations to Beth in 7D whose design was chosen for the 

Black History Month badge competition.  Thank you and a 

huge well done to everyone who entered the design 

competition, it is great to see so much creativity amongst out 

pupils.  

First Place– Harini Year 10 Second Place– Nicholas Year 7 
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Wear Your Colours Day 
 

It was wonderful to see the 

Bremer community come 

together for Wear Your 

Colours Day. The school was 

a vibrant mix of colour. It was 

great to see the students and 

staff wear their colours with 

pride and enthusiasm. 
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Year 11 Progression Evening 
 
We were delighted to be able to host our first face-to-face event for some time.  On Thursday 
14th October we welcomed post-16 providers back to Frederick Bremer to help our year 11 
pupils and their parents/carers think about their future pathways.   
 
Our thanks go to the following providers who attended the evening and made it so 
successful: 
 
Access Creative, Ada National College for Digital Skills, Big Creative Education, City College 
Group, Heathcote Sixth Form, Highams Park Sixth Form, Holy Family Sixth Form, LAE 
Tottenham, LDE UTC, Leyton Sixth form, Monoux, NewVic, NCC Group, Waltham Forest 
College, Simian, Cambridge University, Loughborough University and Ask Apprenticeship.  

"I just wanted to take a minute to let you know how helpful the progression evening 
was tonight. My son now has three places he can consider after FB, and two other 
open evenings to attend. I don’t think he would have considered them unless he had 
met the representatives tonight. It was great! Thanks so much to the school and all 
the effort put into this." 

"Last night was really good, I found 
it very interesting.  Thank you" 

“I talked with a variety of people and 

learned about the different diploma 

levels and what happens during an 

apprenticeship. I really appreciated 

speaking with the teacher of ‘The 

New City’ college, who explained 

what they do and what courses they 

provide. I also spoke with a lady who 

was presenting the ‘fire it up 

apprenticeship’, and she explained 

everything that happens when you 

sign up for an apprenticeship. She 

also detailed how much money I'll 

make over the years and what 

certificate I'll obtain if I pass the test.” 
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Warning: Hazard. Don’t start 

reading without your safety 

goggles!  

 

 

The science department started the year off with a big 

bang (literally) with a live show from the Royal Institute 

for our brilliant Year 8 and 9 pupils. This was a fantastic 

show whereby pupils learned about the different types 

of energy stores through live demonstrations. 

 

Our lovely Year 7 pupils have made an excellent start to 

the year and are extremely enthusiastic about the year 

ahead. Year 7’s have started a new reading strategy 

called ‘Answers to my Article’ which feeds their curious 

minds. They have taken part in many experiments and 

some of our eager beavers have even joined STEM club 

where they have been making gliders, turbines, invisible 

ink and much much more!  

 

Elsewhere in the labs our lovely Year 10 pupils have been 

really engaged completing key required practical’s as well 

as having a little bit of fun on the side. Students 

completed the elephant’s toothpaste experiment 

showing them the effects of catalysts and how they 

work!   

 

Have you ever wondered what an onion cell looks like 

under a microscope, but, have never managed to get 

your hands on a microscope? Well now you don’t have to 

because some of our brilliant Year 11’s have done it for 

you! 

Miss Jamil  

Teacher of Science  
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Drop Down Day  

All of our pupils had a fantastic day during our first drop 

down day of the academic year.  Years 7-10 took part in an 

one hour session learning about Unifrog, this has just been 

launched with pupils to help them understand the different 

information and guidance they can get by using this 

platform. Please ask your child about this  for further 

information.  

Year 7 took part in English activities, learning about how to 

debate and put together a strong argument. They worked 

together in teams before ending the day with a formal 

debate.  

Year 8 were able to get creative across Art, Drama and 

Music. They had the opportunity to perform Hairspray as 

well as design the set and props. In Art they looked at 

Dadaism and Music learned about recording and equipment 

used. They also took part in an MFL session learning about 

African French singers, learning French through songs.  

Year 9 took part in an interform PE day, which included 

table tennis, dodgeball and netball. There was lots of fun to 

be had competing to be the best form in Year 9. They also 

got to choose to take part in one of three Technology 

options: Siege Engine Competition; a Design Challenge– 

looking at how to design a new shelter for the playground 

and ICT and Business, which included working in small 

teams to solve everyday problems with a new product or 

service.  

Year 10 had a Maths workshop where they learned about 

careers within the subject and different employability skills. 

They also took part in a Humanities workshop focusing on 

asking ethical questions and looking at different beliefs and 

world views. 

Year 11 were based in Science taking part in fun practicals 

which will help prepare them for their upcoming mock 

exams next half term.  
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Back to the Arts 

Trips are back in full Swing for the Creative Arts department. Our KS4 pupils had the fantastic 

opportunity to visit the Old Vic to see the acclaimed show Camp Siegfried. Our Year 7 pupils are 

going to be off on their first ever trip with us to watch a performance of Macbeth. We can't wait 

to get back to the theatre and support the Arts after such a long time away! 

 

Calling all Annie Fans! 

This year's School Production is... Annie! With a whooping 

80 pupils auditioning, we know it’s going be extremely 

difficult to cast the parts for these amazing actors. Our 

pupils will be working every week to make sure they have 

the vocals and dance moves down until May of next year. 

The whole Creative Arts department is working so hard 

from learning the music, creating the set to learning their lines. We are sure it will be a 

performance to remember! Keep an eye out for performance dates and details about how to 

purchase tickets for this must see show.  

Young Carers in Schools – Silver Award at Frederick Bremer 
 
At Frederick Bremer School we are aware that some of our pupils are 
young carers. A young carer is someone under 18 who is caring for a 
family member or friend who is ill, frail, disabled or has mental health or 
addiction problems. They often take on practical and/or emotional caring 
responsibilities that would normally be expected of an adult. They may 
also regularly act as a translator or interpreter for a parent at housing or 
financial meetings or a similar formal meeting. 
We know that young carers may need some extra support to enjoy and do well at school. 
At Frederick Bremer we are committed to ensuring that all pupils who are young carers 
are identified and supported effectively. 
We currently hold a Bronze Award from the Carers Trust for our work with young carers 
in school, and Ms Stephens and Ms Davies are now in the process of applying and 
evidencing for the Silver Award. We are dedicated to identifying and supporting young 
carers throughout the school community, and are committed to working with students, 
parents and external agencies to provide this support and ensure our young carers have 
the best possible school experience.  
If you think your child might be a young carer, or could be affected by any of the issues 
we’ve highlighted, please let us know by contacting our School Counsellor and Young 
Carers Operational Lead, Ms Davies, at d.davies@bremer.waltham.sch.uk. Any 
information that is given to us will be treated sensitively, and no information will be 
shared without your knowledge.  

mailto:d.davies@bremer.waltham.sch.uk
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Jack Petchey ‘Speak Out Challenge’ 

Last week, our Year 10s took part in the first round of the Jack 

Petchey 'Speak Out' competition. They developed their skills in 

public speaking, worked collaboratively and delivered speeches 

on topics of great importance to them. Six pupils were selected 

at the end of the two days to be our Bremer finalists and they 

will present to assemblies in Year 7 and 10 next half term- we 

can't wait to see them in action!  

Ms Saliah– Head of English 

A Midsummer Night's Dream 
 
There has been a huge amount of exciting 

activity in the English Department this 

half term! 

Pupils took a journey across London to 

see a vibrant and hilarious production of 

'A Midsummer Night's Dream' at the 

Globe theatre and marvel at the beautiful 

sights of London. We were very fortunate 

that the rain held off and our pupils were 

beautifully behaved. We have more 

exciting theatre trips planned so watch 

this space! 

Ms Saliah– Head of English 

Getting Creative 

The Creative Writing club is up and running and Ms Kibbler has been delighted by the creativity 

and energy pupils have brought to the sessions. She is looking forward to working with the pupils 

further next half term and thank you to Farhan in Year 11 who is himself an avid reader and is 

generously giving up his time to support her with this group.  

Ms Saliah– Head of English 



Key Dates 

End of  Half Term– Friday 22nd October 

October Half Term– Monday 25th October– Friday 

29th October  

Pupils back to school– Monday 1st November 

Inset Day– Friday 19th November 

End of Term– Friday 17th December 

Winter Break– Monday 20th December– Monday 

3rd January  

Pupils back to school– Tuesday 4th January 

Reminder to Parents/
Carers 

If your child is going to be 
absent from school, can 
you please contact: Mrs 
Deere on 020 8498 3340 

on the first morning of that 
absence. This will ensure 
that we know your child is 
safe and accounted for. If 
your child has to take time 

out of school for an 
appointment could you 
please provide us with 

evidence. Pupils will not be 
released from school for 
appointments during the 

day without evidence e.g.. 
an appointment card. 

Where possible, of course 
appointments should be 
made outside the school 

day. 
Thank you for your support. 

Parent Pay & Fusion App Reminder  

Parents/ Carers/Pupils need to put money on their 

ParentPay accounts to purchase food. To purchase 

food, you will need to download the Fusion app. 

Food must be ordered in advance, or before 8am on 

the day. The school cannot give credit to pupils. For 

more information and if you need any help with the 

fusion app please click here.  

https://www.bremer.org.uk/school-meals-2/

