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Frederick Bremer News  
Special Edition– Spring 2021 

Firstly, I would like to thank all of our 

community for their continued support, this 

has helped our pupils and staff during this 

extremely difficult time.  

It has been a long road to where we are 

now and continues to be, however as a 

community we can continue to do our best 

and keep each other safe. Our pupils have 

been outstanding members of our 

community and we would like to thank 

them for this. 

I would also like to thank everyone who was 

able to take part in our COVID-19 testing. 

This has helped limit the spread of COVID-

19 and has kept our community safe. We 

would encourage those who are able to, to 

test twice a week with the LFT home kits 

during the holidays. If your child didn’t take 

a home kit and you would like them to be 

tested then please visit the GOV.uk website 

where you can order your home kit or visit 

a local testing centre.  

I’d like to congratulate our newly appointed 

Head Pupils and the Deputies who I’m sure 

will do a fantastic job being leaders and 

representatives of the school. 

We are also trying to win a shade sail for 

our playground. Due to the pandemic our 

pupils are spending more time outside and 

with the change in the weather soon 

approaching, it will be a welcome win. It 

will also be a great use for keeping pupils 

dry in our ever changing weather patterns. 

With your help we could be in with a 

chance, if you’d like to vote please click 

here.  

I hope you enjoy reading about what our 

pupils have been doing this short term and 

we look forward to welcoming them back 

after a well deserved break, ready to take 

on the Summer term.  

If you do have any questions, please do 

not hesitate to contact us on 020 8498 

3340 or email us at 

school@bremer.waltham.sch.uk. 

Ms Smith  

Headteacher 

 

Please note our current plans are for all 

pupils to be back on Monday 19th April 

2021 in full school uniform.  

Year 8, 10 and 11 pupils need to be in 

school by 9.25am.  

Year 7 and 9 pupils will need to be in 

school by 9.55am  

They must have a face covering to wear in 

the school, unless exempt.  

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/content/covid-19-testing#nosymptoms
https://www.aandslandscape.co.uk/competition-page/
https://www.aandslandscape.co.uk/competition-page/
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Introducing our new Head Pupils 

This year we had to run our Head Student elections slightly 

different to usual. Our candidates created both posters and 

videos to promote their campaigns. The week of 15th 

March, each year group - including Year 11 - took to the 

polls. 

Whilst watching the candidates campaign videos you could 

feel the excitement in the air, with pupils discussing who 

they wanted to represent them next. 

The seven candidates waited nervously over the weekend 

to find out whether their peers and staff had elected them 

into these distinguished positions. The votes were counted 

and it was only a matter of time before they found out. 

Thank you to all 14 pupils that applied. All pupils went 

through a rigorous process of: an application, and an 

interview with Ms Smith, Mrs Padley and their Head of 

Year, Ms Kenny, before being whittled down to just seven 

candidates. Well done to each of the seven who ran honest 

and successful campaigns. Congratulations to our newly 

appointed Head Students who will be in this highly 

respected position for the next year. Our Head Pupils will 

be taking 2021 by storm and we can’t wait to see what 

they will accomplish during their time as Heads of our Pupil 

Leadership Team.  

Our current head  pupils casting their votes. Year 7 pupils watching campaign videos before voting. 

Our new Head Pupils  

Our Deputy Head Pupils 
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Learning through Lockdown 

Year 8 were virtually visited by final year 

drama students at University of East London 

(UEL) in their lessons during Lockdown. They 

were shown a performance of a piece 

inspired by Lockdown and were able to have 

a live Q & A with the actors about the piece. 

The pupils represented the school 

amazingly and were able to gain some really 

valuable information about studying drama 

and pursuing a career in the Creative Arts.   

Ms Gibson 

Second in Creative Arts 

Thinking Outside the Box 

Every year we are lucky to offer our pupils the 
chance to apply for a spot on the 
prestigious  Simmons & Simmons Young Talent 
Programme. Having filled out their application 
forms, 36 pupils attended their ‘Out of the Box’ 
session, which had to run slightly differently this 
year. No train journey to the London office, and 
no free lunch (which they can’t wait for), but that 
didn’t stop cohort 10! 

Upon entering the hall, everyone had their 

thinking hats on and were ready for the 

challenge. This year pupils were given a list of 

twenty items; their task was to decide which four 

to take to a desert island. Each member of the 

group then had to agree on the items and 

persuade the rest of their group if it wasn’t 

unanimous. Once they had confirmed their four 

items they had to present to the other groups, 

who were very vocal and poked holes in their 

arguments. 

Our pupils did a fantastic job of changing the 
minds of staff about what to take on a desert 
island and convincing them that they would all 
thrive on the island too. 

Well done to everyone who took part and we 
look forward to seeing how the lucky twelve 
participants get on. 

Just one of our many groups being questioned. 

Who likes to make pros and cons lists? 
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Design & Technology 

Our Year 7s have been creating some amazing fantastic pieces of art out of household rubbish for 

their DT recycling project. They were tasked with using only 5 pieces of rubbish to reflect on how 

much we actually throw away. Alfie made a super cool robot whilst Johny made a race car. Well 

done! 

Science 

Leo E created this fun and informative comic 

strip about indicators. 

English– Poem by Luke 

Money is misleading sometimes it can mean 
nothing others it can be pleasing 

Even with money love can just vanish every 
precious thing doesn't have to shine and be lavish 

With or without you can still find love but greed is 
the bad guy searching for blood take what you 
get and not anything more because greed and 
envy makes love go out the back door 

Celebrating Excellence 

Our Year 7 pupils have been creating 
fantastic work throughout lockdown and 
upon their return to school. Here is a 
snapshot of the incredible work they have 
produced, highlighting their creativity and 
determination to be excellent.   
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Autism Awareness Week 
 
This week we are celebrating Autism Awareness Week at 
Bremer. All year groups will be watching an assembly 
about Autism and how Autistic students may experience 
school differently to others, encouraging students to 
discuss ways they may be able to support and understand 
their peers. The assembly highlights lots of wonderful 
things about Autism, and the fact that Autism should be 
celebrated.  
Students from the AND have been selling Autism 
Awareness ribbons during afternoon registration, and all 
TAs are wearing giant puzzle pieces this week to 
stimulate positive discussion around the school. We have 
also created a fantastic new display board in the AND, 
dedicated to celebrating Autism.  
Find out more: https://www.autism.org.uk/get-involved/
raise-money/world-autism-awareness-week 
 
Ms Belvoir-Stephens 
Teaching Assistant 

https://www.autism.org.uk/get-involved/raise-money/world-autism-awareness-week
https://www.autism.org.uk/get-involved/raise-money/world-autism-awareness-week
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Wellbeing at Bremer  
Over the lockdown period, our students have been 
very busy with their schoolwork and entering our 
weekly wellbeing challenges! From January 
through to March, our students participated in our 
projects such as: Vision Boards for 2021, Nature 
Photography and enjoying the environment, and 
our Rainbow Bake-Off in honour of LGBTQ+ History 
Month. We've had cumulatively over 200 entries 
from across the school; but the prize for best 
participation went to form 8D who absolutely 
smashed each challenge! 
 
Now we are back in school, the wellbeing 
curriculum has been focussed on Social Interaction 
and Online Friendships vs Real Life, Developing a 
Resilient and Positive Mindset, Motivation, and 
how writing/ journaling can help heal from trauma 
as part of our school-wide Pandemic Memoir 
project.  
 
Our Youth Health Champions have been busy 
too, in addition to several of them applying for 
Head Student. They have nearly finished their 
coursework for their RSPH Level 2 Qualification in 
Youth Health, and delivered a successful online 
workshop for their forms for 'Time to Talk' day last 
half term.  
 
I've been very impressed by the resilience, 
adaptability and creativity of our students and our 
school community over what has been a trying and 
unpredictable year. Well done to every single 
person who entered a wellbeing challenge - best 
work is now up in the year group zones for you to 
see! 
 
Miss Frogley 
Head of Health and Wellbeing 

Rose, Year 8 

Ali H, Year 11 
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Drop Down Days 

 

On Friday 12th February, Frederick Bremer 
showed again that there are no barriers to 
our students' learning by hosting the very 
first virtual Drop Down Day. 
Years 7 and 8 enjoyed a day which involved a  
carousel of tasks and working collaboratively 
across the year groups on a virtual Murder 
Mystery, an Escape Room featuring some of 
our teachers as the potential imposter and a 
court room style debate with a topical theme. 
Year 9 participated in a careers day and had 
some taster sessions of life at GCSE. Years 10 
and 11 continued their normal lessons online 
until the end of the day when the whole 
school came together (including all the staff) 
for a whole school quiz - the Guess The 
Teacher Baby Picture round had everyone 
stumped! One Year 7 student exclaimed that 
it was 'the best day ever' and students loved 
working with others outside of their year 
group with a bit of friendly competition. We 
can't wait for the next one in July when we 
can hopefully work across year groups in 
person! 
 
Mrs Padley 
Assistant Headteacher 

Mathletes  
 
A massive congratulations to our Year 10 
Mathletes; Benedict, Deividas, Marlon, and 
Zachary who came 3rd in the gruelling Maths 
Challenge competition. A huge thank you to 
Sir George Monoux College for hosting the 
fantastic taster lessons and the competition!  
 
Ms Vedd 
Head of Maths 

Certified Musicians  
 
Well done to our pupils who took on their 
ABRSM music exams, not only did they do a 
fantastic job but they did this through lockdown 
too. Congratulations to Tristan– grade 3 flute, 
Rowan– grade 1 piano, Aiden– grade 4 flute, 
Ruth– grade 4 oboe and Eli– grade 8 vocals.  
 
Ms Buckley  
Head of Creative Arts 
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Pi Day 

Pi Day is celebrated on March 14th 
(3.14)  around the world. Pi (Greek letter “π”) is 
the symbol used in mathematics to represent a 
constant — the ratio of the circumference of a 
circle to its diameter.  

Numerically, pi is 3.14159265359...and it 
continues. Pi is a never-ending and never-
repeating, which is what makes it 
an irrational number. 

Pi Day is an annual opportunity for maths 
enthusiasts to recite the infinite digits of Pi and 
celebrate all things maths related – which is 
exactly what we did at Bremer. As you can see in 
the photos we had lots of great activities from 
special maths lesson, Pi-Ku poems in English and 
Pi Skylines in Art. 

Mr Woodhouse 

Lead Practitioner– Maths 

Great artwork  

Pi Skylines from Year 7 

LGBTQ+ History Month 

A massive congratulations to Najeh in Year 7 for 

winning our LGBTQ+ History Month badge 

competition.  This is a fantastic design that includes 

so many different elements. 

Not only did we have a fantastic art competition 

but a baking competition where pupils had to 

create rainbow themed cakes. Our Head of 

Wellbeing had so many to choose from too, they all 

looked so yummy!  

We also had a video from Simmons and Simmons 

about being LGBTQ+ in their company.  

Our winning badge design by Najeh in Year 7 

Just one of our amazing rainbow cakes, by Teagan in 

Year 7 
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Autograph Gallery – Exhibition in a Box 

The art department is the very fortunate 
recipient of this Exhibition, which has been put 
up around the school so that each year group 
can see a selection of the photos. ‘The aim of 
The Missing Chapter project is to bring 
together a distinct body of photographs which 
reveal an important, complex black presence in 
Britain before the SS Empire Windrush 
steamship arrived in 1948.  Photographed in 
the latter half of the 19th century, many of 
these images lay buried deep within the 
archives for decades unseen for more than 125 
years.  They portray a diverse range of people, 
from visiting performers, politicians, 
dignitaries, servicemen and women, royalty 
and missionaries to known personalities and 
many as yet unidentified individuals living and 

E17 Art Trail – Possible Futures 

The school is very proud to be taking 
part again in the E17 Art Trail.  The 
theme this year is Possible Futures 
and having planned to exhibit the 
Year 8 surrealism work, we have also 
opened it out to the whole school for 
an opportunity to take part.  The 
deadline has been extended so it is 
not too late if there are any students 
who would still like to enter a piece 
of work, please message 
a.reader@bremer.waltham.sch.uk for 
further details.  Look out for E17 to 
be full of exhibitions from 1st – 18th 
July 2021.  Here is a sneak peak of 
one of our student’s entries.  Well 
done to all those who have 
submitted a piece so far! 

working in Britain at the time’.  Professor 
Stuart Hall (1932-2014) said ‘This project 
wants to bring back into memory and 
representation, history – the forgotten, the 
ignored, the disavowed – the marginalised 
experiences.’   

mailto:a.reader@bremer.waltham.sch.uk
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Creative Careers Online  

We were offered access to these free sessions in 
the autumn term by Creative Educational 
Partnerships- they proved to be very informative 
and indicated a really positive future for careers 
in the creative industries as well as the 
importance of creativity as an attribute in all 
careers.  Feedback from the students indicated it 
had really increased their knowledge of the 
creative industries, and one of them said it gave 
them hope that they can ‘be successful in 
something I love’.  We were also impressed with 
the focused ambitions which some students 
already have, from games design to architecture 
to name a few. 

Young Artists Summer Show 

It might be difficult to imagine now, but 
art galleries were open for a short 
stretch during autumn which enabled 
our student Oliver and his family to 
attend a private viewing at the Royal 
Academy to see his work in the YASS 
exhibition.  ‘It was a great exhibition we 
really enjoyed it. We are very grateful 
Frederick Bremer gave Oliver the 
opportunity to contribute and that he 
was successful.   There were some 
amazing works from a lot of talented 
artists.  The Royal Academy created a 
wonderful exhibition’.  
Don’t forget there is still time for you to 
enter this year’s competition as the 
deadline is 26th April.   Find out 
here everything you need to know 
about submitting - we can't wait to 
see your work, and click here for some 
'how to' guides from the Royal 
Academy.  Another massive well done to 
Oliver, and let’s see if Frederick Bremer 
can come up with another winner! Check out Eddie the Fisherman. 

Great talk about creative careers.  

https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/get-involved
https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/get-involved
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/articles/tag/family-how-to?utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=OH_YASS_EasterReminder_d_Entrants%26SignUps_24.03.21&utm_content=version_A&sourceNumber=
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Experimenting with Different Media 
 
During the weeks of online lessons, the Year 
10’s were tasked with finding something 
unusual at home to paint with – and they really 
did rise to the challenge.  They were asked to 
think outside the box, and not only did they 
create some amazing paintings, but they used a 
wide range of new media including eyeshadow, 
bleach, coffee and ginger syrup!  Well done to 
all those students who completed this 
assignment, you are definitely on your way 
towards the GCSE ‘experimentation’ 
Assessment Objective! 
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Science Week 

Year 7 and 8 celebrated British Science Week with a week of 
fun practical lessons and exciting demonstrations. All pupils 
watched heart dissections, the elephants toothpaste 
experiment explode, the rainbow fizz experiment create fun 
colours and more!  
 
Year 7 tested acids and alkalis and investigated pH, while Year 8 
made volcanoes and lava lamps. It was a week enjoyed by 
students and teachers alike, and a massive well done to all 
students for being so hardworking, enthusiastic and creative! 
 
Here are some quotes from students summarising the week:  
"I liked the practicals and the freedom we got from them. It 
was fun working in groups and doing experiments." 
"I really enjoyed all the experiments, especially the one where 
you have to make a volcano. It was a lot of fun." 
"I learned what a real heart looks like and how it works. I 
remember that when the pressure is released, the balloon 
races forward. I really enjoyed Science Week." 
"I enjoyed learning the new things and the practical's were 
really good and innovating and actually required some 
thinking to finish" 
 
Ms Gouch 
KS3 Science Coordinator 

Mayor of London STEM Project  

Our pupils have been extremely lucky to take part in The Mayor’s 

London Science Project this year. This initiative was created in 2018 to engage 

students into STEM subjects and nurture the next generation of Scientists to tackle 

London's challenges; such as sustainability and air pollution. This opportunity has 

allowed our pupils to achieve a national CREST award, through project-based 

learning and raised the profile of STEM across the school. 

One pupil created a game with the aim being to inform how a typical household's 

carbon footprint can impact on the development of a sustainable city. The average 

UK household with a family of 4 has a yearly carbon footprint emission of 

approximately 40 tons of CO2. To win the game a player must reduce their carbon 

footprint from 40 tons of C02 to 0 tons.   

And on top of that Frederick Bremer were the lucky winners of a £800 Royal 
Institution School Science Show which will be showcasing later in the Summer term. 
For more information check our the London Gov Website.  

An amazing amount of 

thought went into creating 

and building this game.  

Well done! 

https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/funding-helping-pupils-underrepresented-in-science
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Pandemic Bremoirs 

How We Journeyed When We Couldn’t Travel 

What have we learned about ourselves and our place in 

the world? When we think back to it all, what makes us 

smile? For surely there were moments, in this past year, 

that were worth capturing? 

Upon our return to face to face teaching, we felt it was 

important to take the time to reflect and to process all 

that has happened. And what better way than through 

writing and the genre of memoirs. 

The English and Humanities departments collaborated to 

produce a week’s worth of lessons dedicated to 

reflection and understanding of the past year in 

lockdown. But most importantly to remember the 

positive and to focus on our shared resilience. 

Miss Staten produced the facts and figures and the most 

amazing timeline of events whilst Ms Kyriakou sourced 

memoir extracts written by a Londoner who had been a 

child during WWII and a few select diary entries from 

Anne Frank, who was hidden with her family in an 

annexe for two years to escape persecution from the 

Nazis. 

Judging this diary entry, we’re not alone in wanting to 

preserve the memories. March 29th 1944:  

“Mr Bolkestein, the Cabinet Minister, speaking on the 

Dutch broadcast from London, said that after the war a 

collection would be made of diaries and letters dealing 

with the war. Of course, everyone pounced on my diary.” 

Our aim is to publish the memoirs into a collection for 

the school community to keep so that future generations 

can read about the ordinary and every day moments 

that aren’t always shared in history books. 

Ms Kyriakou  

Literacy Lead 

Six Word Pandemic Bremoirs  

Our students have shown that they 

can be just as pithy as Ernest 

Hemmingway (or so the urban legend 

says here) as they worked to craft a 

six word story snapshot of how the 

lockdown has affected society. 

“Just one cough changed the world.” 

Leo 7A 

“I discovered what matters the most.” 

Ryan 9C 

“Everyday checking google classroom 

and gmail.” Joseph 9A 

“Is my microphone working, yes? 

No?”  Clinton 9C 

“During the loss we found unity.” 

Zara 10A 

“At least my hands are clean.” Ghanu 
10B 

“Global panic as toilet rolls deplete.” 
Zeeshan 10A 

“We preserve memories. NHS 
preserve people.” Rafe 10E 

“Never has it been so quiet.” 

Zhang 10C 

https://www.openculture.com/2015/03/the-urban-legend-of-ernest-hemingways-six-word-story.html


Follow us on twitter: @FBSchoolE17    Facebook @frederickbremerschool 

Website: www.bremer.org.uk  

Follow us on twitter: @FBSchoolE17    Facebook @frederickbremerschool 

Website: www.bremer.org.uk  

The Masked Reader 

World Book Day is always a firm favourite here at Bremer. This year we 

launched our first ever Masked Reader extravaganza and competition 

which both pupils and staff alike thoroughly enjoyed! 

Based on the famous TV program, staff and pupils had to disguise 

themselves behind a mask and read the blurb of a favourite book. A 

compilation video was made of staff reading the blurb and the pupils had 

to guess which member of staff it was. 

Well done to the winning tutor groups with the highest score : 

7A, 7B 7D, 8B, 8D, 9B, 9C, 9D, 9E, 10C and 10E.  

Here is the list of the Masked Reader books featured. Why not ask a 

member of staff to tell you more and even ask for another 

recommendation. 

• Miss Kibbler read Small Island by Andrea Levy  
• Mr Patel read Burn by Patricia Briggs 
• Mr Hasan read The Beekeeper of Aleppo by Christy Lefteri 
• Mrs Hall read Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows by J K Rowling 
• Miss Gibson read Americanah by Chimimanda Ngozi Adichie 
• Ms Kyriakou read Of Bees and Mist by Patrik Setiawan 
• Miss Moosa read Nought and Crosses by Malorie Blackman 
• Mr Carruth read Dune by Frank Herbet 
• Miss McGregor read  Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix by J K 

Rowling 

• Miss Staten read Game of Thrones by George R.R Martin 
• Miss Frogley read Untamed by Glennon Doyle 
• Mrs Saliah read Beyond the Sky: You and the Universe by Dara 

O’Briain 
• Mrs Walcott read Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson Mandela 
• Mrs Rason read Going Solo by Roald Dahl 

And finally our Headteacher, and avid reader, Miss Smith and the 

Leadership team produced an SLT special bonus track reading of the classic 

Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Graeme. We especially loved the 

disguised and somewhat high-pitched voices of Mr Lyon and Mr Rowswell. 

Thank you to all the staff and pupils who took part in this! 

Ms Kyriakou  

Literacy Lead 



Key Dates 

End of  Term– Friday 1st April  

Spring Holidays– Friday 2nd April -Friday 16th April  

Pupils back to school– Monday 19th April  

Bank Holiday– Monday 3rd May  

Inset Day– Monday 24th May 

End of Term– Friday 28th May  

May Half Term– Monday 31st May– Friday 4th June 

Pupils back to school– Monday 7th June 

Reminder to Parents/
Carers 

If your child is going to be 
absent from school, can 
you please contact: Mrs 
Deere on 020 8498 3340 

on the first morning of that 
absence. This will ensure 
that we know your child is 
safe and accounted for. If 
your child has to take time 

out of school for an 
appointment could you 
please provide us with 

evidence. Pupils will not be 
released from school for 
appointments during the 

day without evidence e.g.. 
an appointment card. 

Where possible, of course 
appointments should be 
made outside the school 

day. 
Thank you for your support. 

Parent Pay & Fusion App Reminder  

Parents/ Carers/Pupils need to put money on 

their ParentPay accounts to purchase food. 

To purchase food, you will need to download 

the Fusion app. Food must be ordered in 

advance, or before 8am on the day. The 

school cannot give credit to pupils. For more 

information and if you need any help with the 

fusion app please click here.  

https://www.bremer.org.uk/school-meals-2/

