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As we come into Spring, I would like our school community to reflect on the
past half term and the positive changes we have made. On Monday 25th
February we had an Ofsted inspection which cemented us being a
GOOD school. The report reflected on our ‘strong inclusion ethos, which
accompanies the school’s robust moral purpose’. I am extremely proud of
this school and the development we have been making and carry on to
make on a daily basis.
Many thanks for your continued support of the school.
In addition to Ofsted we have had some other very exciting events occur
during this term, including World Book Day, Number Day and Science
Week, to name just a few. We have also managed to raise a lot of money
for charity through these events. We are also very proud of all of the hard
work pupils are doing, especially Year 11 as they prepare for their final
exams.
There are now only a couple of months until our spectacular school
production, Beauty and The Beast starts. Rehearsals are in full swing and
songs have been perfected. Please keep an eye out on our social media for
details on how to get your hands on tickets to the must see show of the
year.
Sadly we will be saying goodbye to two long serving members of staff today
- Ms Yildiran (Pastoral Support Officer) and Mr Ngo (PE Teacher) are both
leaving the school to move onto new opportunities. We will miss them, and
wish them all the very best of luck for their future.
Ms Smith
Headteacher
Don’t forget everyone starts back at 10am on Tuesday 23rd April 2019.
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Year 11 GCSE Exams
As we are fast approaching GCSE’s, it will be a time of rising stress levels for pupils, staff and
Parents/Carers. To ensure we achieve some of the best grades click here for tips to help
start preparing for GCSE’s. No doubt we will once again see some outstanding results from
our hardworking pupils, similar to last year.
https://www.goconqr.com/en/examtime/guide/gcse-revision-tips/

Year 8 Parents/ Carers Evening
Year 8 Parents/Carers Evening will be taking place on Thursday 25th April 4.30pm-7.00pm.
Come along to meet with your child’s teachers to discuss how they are getting on in class,
topics that they are currently learning or will be learning and to ask any questions you may
have. If you haven’t already signed up, please click here to confirm whether you will be
attending or not.

Year 8 are looking towards their future
Congratulations to the 35 Year 8 students who submitted extremely strong applications to
the UCL Sutton Scholars Programme and to the 8 successful applicants. The programme
develops independent research, group work, presentation and writing skills to support
academic attainment. Students also explore their GCSE and A Level choices, including
facilitating subjects, and consider their future study options.
Well done to Angel, Antonio, Becca, Dennis, Elijah, Farhan, Keanan and Meloni who
started the programme during February half term.
Two more Year 8 students Abubaker and Abdullahi have been accepted to the London
School of Economics' Promoting Potential Programme.
"Promoting Potential supports boys from African-Caribbean backgrounds to learn about
student life and the subjects available at university. LSE’s Promoting Potential scheme
aims to stimulate interest in the social sciences as well as encourage excitement and
debate, support formal and informal learning and reach new audiences less engaged with
higher education."
Congratulations Year 8 for taking part in such great educational schemes!
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Duke of Edinburgh Award Achievers
Forty Year 11 pupils received their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh
Award certificates and badges at a celebration assembly held
just before the Easter break.
To attain their award pupils had to participate in four major
activities:
Firstly, pupils participated in a 3 month skills development
programme that covered topics such as leadership skills,
conflict resolution, team building, anti-bullying campaigns
and first aid.
Secondly, pupils participated in a 3 month physical activity
development programme. This largely involved playing
volleyball after school each Wednesday. Though other pupils
had their netball, swimming or basketball achievements
recognised.
Thirdly, pupils had to volunteer to support the wider
community for an hour a week over 6 months. This involved
pupils supporting local primary pupils in their after school
clubs, acting as Youth Health Champions, prefects, mentors
and sports leaders.
Lastly pupils had to successfully complete two overnight
expeditions carrying their own equipment, sleeping bags,
tents, food and clothing. They had to work in teams and
navigate using a map to find the location of their camp.
Mr. Larkin, lead teacher for the Duke of Edinburgh Award
programme in Frederick Bremer commented ‘I am extremely
proud of this group of young people who have shown that
they are independent, resilient, capable and have a fantastic
team ethos. They deserve every congratulation’.
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Central St Martins clay workshops
We had another very successful series of
workshops thanks to our partnership
with the UAL Insights programme at
Central St Martins and a group of Year 8
and Year 9 Art and DT students. The
outcomes and the articulate and moving
way the students spoke about them
were really impressive. They worked
efficiently and creatively in their groups
and were able to be very open in their
telling of the stories they had visualised,
congratulations to all the students who
took part. Also, we are pleased to
announce that the work will be exhibited
as part of the GCSE Art exhibition which
will take place on Tuesday 18th June
between approximately 4-7pm.

Fourth Plinth Schools Competition –
Frederick Bremer has a winner!
Well done to Dougal in Year 7 whose entry to the
Fourth Plinth Schools Competition can be seen on
their website gallery. His wonderful submission
'Mothers' represents mothers all over the UK and
how much they have done for everyone. In
addition, we have just found out he has won a
prize in his category and has been invited to attend
the awards ceremony by the Mayor of London.
Also his sculpture will be professionally
photographed and displayed with the other
winners for 6 weeks at City Hall. Massive
congratulations to Dougal.
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FREDERICK BREMER SCHOOL IS VERY EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE
THE 2019 PRODUCTION WILL BE…….

AND WILL BE PERFORMED ON:
25TH and 26TH JUNE 2019 6.30-8.30pm
Watch this space for ticket information nearer the time!

On Tuesday 25th and Wednesday 26th June, Frederick Bremer will be
performing the end of year production of Beauty and the Beast.
Pupils have been working super hard to
make sure everything is ready as the songs
and overall production are coming along
really well.
The audience for the Spring Concert were
allowed to listen to a sneak peak of one of
the songs from the production with a live
orchestra.
A huge thanks to parents/carers, staff and
pupils for their contributions and being
apart of this amazing venture so far.
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E17 Art Trail entry
We are very pleased to announce that
Frederick Bremer will be entering the E17 Art
Trail for the third time. The School is
entering an exhibit called ‘Trees Please!’ The
Year 8 Creative Curriculum and Year 9 Art
students have learnt about the campaign to
save 81 mature trees in Walthamstow town
centre alongside the need for housing and
jobs and produced their own creative
responses to this. We look forward to seeing
it up on the railings in Fullbourne Road
during the first 2 weeks of June.

Our new school Wellbeing Charter
launched this term!
These pledges to health and wellbeing
were made collaboratively over the past
term between staff and students, in
particular the Youth Health Champions
group. They designed the graphic and
the wording for the pledges, and
delivered a series of assemblies this
week to publicist it. Check out the school
website for the video! This is to raise
awareness further of wellbeing in our
school community and make it a priority
for all, as wellbeing underpins our
happiness and our success as a group
and as individuals. These will be
displayed around school, and discussed
in form time every week. These pledges
will further help us to be the best we can
be!
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Thinking Outside of the Box
Throughout the Spring Term, our school
has worked closely with the prestigious
international law firm Simmons and
Simmons on the Young Talent
Programme. This is the eighth year of
the scheme, in which year 10 pupils
apply, attend shortlisting events and are
interviewed to undertake work
experience at international law firm,
Simmons and Simmons; following on
from work experience, the selected few
undertake a paid internship after their
GCSEs in year 11 and have the opportunity to apply for a university bursary!
In the first half of this term, over 80 year 10 pupils submitted applications, with 34 pupils
shortlisted to attend an introductory event at the Simmons and Simmons head office near
Liverpool Street Station. From this event, pupils were further shortlisted and interviewed, with
14 being accepted onto the programme. Simmons staff were very impressed with how our
pupils presented themselves, how eloquent they spoke and how much effort they put in to
the whole process. They will be undertaking their initial work experience over the Easter
holidays and are very excited about the experience!
Those pupils who did not make it to interview were invited back to the Simmons and Simmons
offices in mid-March to take part in a negotiation and interview skills session. It was really
enjoyable for accompanying school staff and Simmons staff members to watch pupils engage
in the activities with such interest. Special mention to Rem for winning both the ice breaker
challenge and being part of the winning negotiating team.

Frederick Bremer Choir visit to Winns Primary
School
The choir visited Winns Primary School to perform to their
new choir. The choir performed 3 songs, demonstrating
their ability to sing as a group and sing in harmony. Soloists
included Miles, Samih, Ruth and Grace. The Primary school
choir was very impressed, one student even saying "why are
you not famous'. The Winns choir performed their two
songs to us, only having rehearsed for 8 weeks. There was
then a Q and A session.
This new link between the choirs enable our students to
perform and teach younger students what it means to be a
part of a team. The next event is a Choral Day we are holding
in July with 4 different primary schools linked with our choir.
Thanks to all the students for giving up their time and for Mr
Walsh for his hard work with the choir.
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Number Day
On Friday March 22nd 2019 Frederick Bremer celebrated Number Day to raise
money for the NSPCC/Childline. We had lots of great activities to help raise
awareness and money for the charity.








Pupils could wear a numbered top to school to celebrate the day
We had a whole school treasure hunt, where pupils had to find teachers
and answer maths questions about the teachers
In English we had a Number Day takeover where pupils wrote some
amazing poems based on the numbers of pi.
We had a special maths lesson – a fun Number Day quiz
We had Number assemblies all that week where pupils were challenged to
find out which tutor group was the best at Maths!

Overall we raised a massive £169.35…Thank you to everyone for your
contribution to make it so successful!
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British Science Week
We celebrated British Science Week in the
Science department through a range of
different activities. All year 7 and 8 pupils
carried out an exciting forensic science
activity in class as well as having the
opportunity to attend fantastic lunchtime
practical workshops. Brilliant year 7 and 8
project work was also showcased in the
street. The year 10 biology class getting the
unique experience of visiting the
BodyWorlds Exhibition. Thank you to
everyone that contributed to the week!
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World Book Day 2019: Finding Neverland
A student walks into FB and is suddenly face to shins
with a 10ft giant, his ears the size of dinner plates,
smiling down at him. Another student’s eyes dart to
the right falling upon a bespectacled Piglet talking
fraction to Tigger in the Maths corridor. Is this a joke?
Further down the street, Tweedledee and
Tweedledum are checking uniforms as their walkie
talkies crackle by their side. Yet another student
could have sworn they saw a Tudor Queen and a
Suffragette chatting beside the wall that Humpty
Dumpty was sitting cross legged on. What was going
on? Where were all their teachers, they wondered.
And who let Cruella De Vil in? No one buys animal fur
anymore.
And then, by the pricking of the Witch’s thumb, a
figure dressed in a long, flowing black gown and
cape, with its face in shadow, seemed to hover by …
its finger pointing ominously into the distance. There
was no mistaking its deathly demeanour and
resemblance to the grim reaper: an archetypal
literary character that the Year 11s will recognise as
The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come.
The students felt as though they had been swept
within the pages of so many stories. Was this a teacher zombie apocalypse? Had someone
or something infected all the teachers?
Of course they weren’t infected but rather they were captivated and it was by none other
than the spellbinding reading bug: the most precious of bugs. Little did the students know
that slowly but surely they too were being captivated. A concoction of vocabulary, empathy,
morality and knowledge was being whispered into their ears.
Every year, the teachers at Frederick Bremer come out in full literary force to capture the
imagination of their students for the one and only World Book Day. Every department takes
part and collectively brings a particular book to life.
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As a teacher who is new to the
school, and having taught in
previous schools, I couldn’t help
but think that of all the schools in
all the towns in all of London, I
walked into this one and found
my happy place. It was such a joy
to see my fellow teachers
engaging in the spirit of
imagination for the simple fact of knowing that it would delight and encourage the
students to question the characters about the books from which they came.
Cynics will tell you that World Book Day celebrations and dressing up should be left to the
primary schools but I would argue that events such as this are even more important in
secondary schools where our students begin to lose their love of reading and their
imagination can all too easily be stifled by curriculum constraints.
On the day, the students took part in matching characters to books and finding as many
Favourite Protagonist posters which teachers had compiled. Many students even made
their own Favourite Protagonist posters. Students were also asked to vote for the best
dressed character costume and the winner who was, both literally and figuratively, head
and shoulders above the cast of characters was Mr Bullen as the BFG. He astounded
students, and staff, as he sauntered gracefully across the school foyer on stilts.
Another time honoured tradition is the Best Dressed department. It was a close call this
year but the winning department for the second year running was the Humanities team
who dressed in the most detailed and visually delightful costumes presenting historical
figures as literary characters from the Horrible Histories. Ingenious!
Special mention must surely go to the Creative Arts teachers who came out in skeletal
force as the family from Funnybones. And who will ever forget the legend that is Mr
Machniak as the formidable Cruella De Vil. A true nightmare in black and white.
And finally, I’d like to leave you with this quote. Paul Jennings, one of my favourite
childhood authors, states: 'No matter where they go, children lost in books will always find
their way home.' Every child deserves the best reading teacher in the world. And Jennings
tells you how to find this person - go look in the mirror.
Ms T Kyriakou
Literacy Lead Practitioner
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MiSST School Visit
The year 8 creative curriculum group and
some students in year 7 and 9 attended
their second MiSST Together Day, this time
held at Lister Community School. They
spent the day learning three pieces as an
orchestra and performed them in a
concert.
"I enjoy spending time with people I don't
normally work with".
"it was fun, I felt like everyone was
welcoming and friendly at Lister"
"I really enjoy going to other schools and
meting new people".
"I enjoyed the focus of everyone".
"I'm learning how to improve my skills and
to understand new pieces"
"I enjoyed that everybody worked as a
team".
"I am learning how to work with other
people in other year groups".
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Making Music
Frederick Bremer Musicians
visited Deptford Green School in
New Cross to play with the school
and primary schools. Our
musicians were exemplary
throughout the day and are a real
credit to Frederick Bremer
School.

Another Super Spring Concert
Early in April, our Music department help our annual
Spring Concert. We had performances from our
esteemed Year 7 & 8 Specialist Music School Choir
and Ensemble. We also had solo performances from
our great musicians.
A huge congratulations to two of our incredible
Music teachers were awarded their Level 4
Certificate for Music Educators.
Overall a fantastic evening from all our performers,
with the standards improving at every show.
Make sure you don’t miss out on seeing them
perform at our Summer Concert. More details will
be on our social media nearer the date.
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Barbican Box
12 of our talented pupils took part
in several sessions with Endy
McKay to devise a play to perform
at the Barbican Centre in March.
Our pupils devised their play to
focus on slavery and how the black
community is portrayed in the
media, from the past to the
present day. The pupils attended
three sessions, which included
making music and sequences that
have helped with rhythm.
Our pupils were fantastic during
their performance and are a credit
to the school. We can’t wait to see
what they do next!

Well done to everyone who took
part.

NQT Residential
The NQTs attended the Seven Kings Alliance residential in Waltham abbey on
the 8th and 9th of March. It was a fantastic weekend that provided them all
with some excellent CPD and networking opportunities. The Guest speaker
John D'Abbro was particularly inspiring. Thanks to all who attended and worked
so hard that weekend.
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Amazing Alumni
Our Year 10 and 11 pupils were extremely lucky to
have such an esteemed Bremer Alumni visit them
during their assembly. Josiah left Frederick Bremer
School in 2014 heading off to college. Once Josiah
finished college he accepted a place at London School
of Economics to study Law. Josiah has recently
received a full scholarship to Harvard University in
America. Josiah is the youngest person to receive the
Kennedy Scholarship in 12 years. We are so proud of
Josiah and the work he does for our local community.
He is a real inspiration to all our pupils.

Netball!
Well done to all our
Netball teams who are
doing a great job at every
practice and game.
All our teams are
showing great dedication
and sportsmanship. Keep
up the amazing job!
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Safeguarding
The safety of our pupils is always our top priority. Each term we have a
safeguarding focus to ensure that pupils are being taught how to keep themselves
and others safe in school, at home, and in the community. This term’s focus has
been knife crime prevention. We worked with the police to install a knife arch (metal
detector) for the morning, which all Year 9 pupils went through in addition to
having their bag and coat checked. As we expected, no knives or weapons were
found on our pupils, confirming that our school is a safe place for everyone. Over
the course of the year we will have further knife arches in the school, sending a
clear message to pupils, parents and the community that Frederick Bremer School
has a zero tolerance policy on knives or any other weapons.
Please look at the safeguarding section of our website which has a summary of the
different types of safeguarding issues, advice for parents on how to spot the signs
of safeguarding issues in the children and helpful contact numbers (in addition to
contacting the school) should any parent be concerned.

Attendance
Thank you to parents and carers for
supporting the school’s new attendance
programme. We have seen a steady
improvement in attendance and with
your continued support this will improve
further over the next term.
Top tips for good pupil attendance and
punctuality
- establish good sleep routines
- turn off all devices at bed time
- pack your bag the evening before
- don’t book holidays or other nonurgent activities during school time
- inform the school of any
unavoidable absence
- be at school at 8.25am everyday
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Reminder to Parents/
Carers

Key Dates
End of Term– 5th April
Easter Holiday– 8th– 22nd April
Back to school– 23rd April
Year 8 Parents/ Carers Evening– 25th April
MiSST Annual Concert– 29th April
May Half Term– 27th May– 31st May
Back to School– 3rd June

Parent Pay Reminder
Parents/ Carers/Pupils need to put money on
their ParentPay accounts to purchase food.
The school cannot give credit to pupils.

If your child is going to be
absent from school, can
you please contact: Mrs
Deere on 020 8498 3340
on the first morning of that
absence. This will ensure
that we know your child is
safe and accounted for. If
your child has to take time
out of school for an
appointment could you
please provide us with
evidence. Pupils will not
be released from school
for appointments during
the day without evidence
e.g.. an appointment card.
Where possible, of course
appointments should be
made outside the school
day.
Thank you for your
support.

