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We have had another successful half term to kick 

off the new year.  

I would like to congratulate our newly appointed 

Head Students and Deputies. I am very proud of 

all our candidates who worked extremely hard 

throughout their campaigns. As a school we look 

forward to seeing what their tenure will hold.  

We are delighted that 8 out of our 9 basketball 

teams reached the semi finals in the Borough 

Competitions. It was a mammoth win for our Year 

10 Girls Basketball Team who won the 

championship this week. Congratulations to 

everyone who participated and showed such 

dedication to their teams and the School.  

During February we celebrate LGBTQ+ History 

Month. Our students have been tremendously 

lucky to have Diversity Role Models, Educate and 

Celebrate and Stonewall visit throughout our first 

week to educate them on topics surrounding 

LGBTQ+ History. We will be carrying on the 

celebration into next half term.  

Our Year 11 pupils have 48 learning days until their 

official GCSE exams begin. We would encourage 

pupils to plan a revision timetable and start 

revising to enable them to achieve the best.  

I hope you have a well rested half term, ready for 

another exciting half term ahead.  

Ms Smith 

Headteacher 

Don’t forget School starts back on 19th 

February at normal time. 



Head Students  

The role of Head Student is to represent and lead all students to ‘be the very best they 
can be’ and to represent the voice of all students so that our school continues to flourish. 
This is the most prestigious and high profile of all the student leadership roles. Leading 
on inclusion and equality is central to work of a Head Student.  In keeping with our school 
ethos on inclusion and equality, the four Head Students were shortlisted based on 
suitability for the post and not to fit a specifically gendered role. After a week of intense 
campaigning, on Wednesday 7th February students and staff took to the polls to cast 
their vote for the two students they felt would best represent the school.  

 

Congratulations to all eight of our candidates, who put in so much effort and lived up to 
‘be the best you can be’. A huge congratulations to our new Head Students and 
Deputies.  
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Holocaust Memorial Week  

Holocaust Memorial Day 2018 remembers men, women and children who perished at the 
hands of the Nazis and their collaborators. At Frederick Bremer, we remembered the six 
million Jewish people who were systematically persecuted and murdered by the Nazis 
and those who collaborated with the Nazis. We also remembered the Roma and Sinti 
people, disabled people, gay people and political opponents and many others who faced 
persecution at the hands of the Nazis. The School held a minute silence in remembrance 
on Friday 26

th
 January.   

 

All year 9 students as well as Year 11 GCSE History students had the privilege of 
listening to the testimony of Bernd Koshland, a German Jewish Holocaust survivor, who 
visited this week. The students were touched by his story and reflected upon his 
message of kindness and acceptance back in the History classroom. Frederick Bremer is 
very thankful to Bernd and the Holocaust Educational Trust for giving us the honour of 
hosting this very important event.  

 

During Holocaust Memorial Week, Year 10 students Seher, Emillia, Sarah, Maya, Esther, 
Elijah, Danish, Zakaria and year 9 student Sarah led a solemn and reflective assembly. 
They explored the impact of persecution from the Holocaust to today and asked students 
to reflect on how the words they use can empower others.  The Holocaust Memorial Day 
Committee, including Lauren, Alice, Edith and Samih prepared and sold purple ribbons to 
raise money for the CARE4CALAIS. Additionally in the curriculum students in English, 
History and Music were given the opportunity to explore the themes of the Holocaust 
through poetry and music. Lastly, Bethan in Year 8, organised a poetry competition and 
encouraged students to write poems to reflect upon the significance of the Holocaust. We 
would like to give a warm thank you to all of the students and staff who supported 
Holocaust Memorial Week.  
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Poetry by Heart  

Over the half term break, students from Year 7- 

Year 10 will be set the task of memorising a poem 

of their choice to perform in front of a panel of 

judges including a judge from the poetry society. 

Students will be marked for the accuracy and 

engagement of their performances. 

Keep an eye out on Show My Homework for 

updates on how to enter this fantastic competition.  

Attendance matters 

 

Thank you to all parents for their support in our improving attendance since 
September. As you will be aware attending regularly makes a huge difference to pupil 
outcomes and achievement. 

Having reached a high of 95% towards the end of the Autumn Term we are still above 
the average attendance in the Borough at 94.5% but want to improve further. Please 
be aware that our rigorous approach to attendance does involve chasing you 
sometimes and we thank you for your understanding of our motivations in doing so. 

That said we have sent more positive gateway messages and celebrated more 
improvements in attendance than ever before so we are looking forward to an even 
more positive picture by the time we write again! 



World Book Week 

We are celebrating World Book Week from 26th February which will include World Book 

Day where staff will dress up as characters from their favourite books. But there are lots 

of places in the world that don’t have access to books.  

Ms Smith is raising money to help build a library for children in Mozambique with Action 

Aid. The local community of Palmeira currently doesn't have a library, with the nearest 

one being over 100km away. A library is a key resource that will help the local community 

and give them access to resources they normally wouldn't have. 

Frederick Bremer would like you to donate books that you would recommend to others. If 

you would like to donate please bring your books to our school reception where we will 

be able to sell the books to help the community of Palmeira, Mozambique to have a 

library and the resources to further their education.  

We hope you are as excited as our staff to see what will be another fantastic World Book 

Day! 
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Year 7 Creative Curriculum Trip to 

the Royal Opera House 

Year 7 went to see the ballet Giselle at the 

Royal Opera House in Covent Garden.  

This was a special trip providing students 

with the opportunity to see a live Ballet 

and orchestra whilst experiencing London 

Culture. 

The students were in awe of the beautiful 

Opera House when we arrived and sat 

and listened intently throughout the 

performance.  

 “I couldn’t take my eyes off it!” – Tiffany  

“I thought the ballet was an enchanting 

experience” – Edith  

“The Ballet was the best experience”  - 

Cengizhan  

Giselle is a love story, a ghost story and a 

folk tale all told through distinctive music and fantastic choreography.  The sets were 

brilliant and the whole day was really an experience. 

Well done to year 7 who were an amazing audience. 

Celebrating LGBTQ+ Month 

During February, people around the world 

celebrate LGBTQ+ History Month. Here at 

Frederick Bremer we are very proud of our 

festivities that take place. We have had a fantastic 

response to our wonderful activities so far; they 

include cake making, bake sale (which sold out in 

under 10 minutes) and several assemblies 

dedicated to LGBTQ+ pride and understanding. At 

Frederick Bremer we encourage all our students 

to be proud of who they are and the diversity of 

our school. We look forward to continuing our 

celebration after half term.  
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Alumni Assemblies  

“In the last week, 5 of our ex pupils came into various assemblies to guide our 
current pupils on their next steps on the topic of “Transition from GCSE to A Level” 
and “Planning GCSE options.”  

The assemblies were well received with advice including how to schedule GCSE 
revision and where opportunities for further work experience are possible in London.  

We would like to thank our alumni for giving up their time and their valuable insights 
into life after Frederick Bremer. We would happily welcome them back for further 
events within our school community.”  

Science Club 

Since September, year 7 

and 8 pupils have been 

attending Science Club, 

engaging in exciting 

practicals and experiments. 

They have been brilliantly 

focused and enthusiastic so 

well done to all who 

attended!  

Science Club will start again 

after the Easter holidays 

and we encourage more 

students to come and join 

us!  



Follow us on twitter: @FBSchoolE17    Facebook @frederickbremerschool 

Website: www.bremer.org.uk  

Year 11 Construction 

Congratulations to the year 11 
construction group who have 
now completed their practical 
controlled assessment 
work. They worked 
professionally to build a 
complete stud wall including 
fitting plasterboard. They then 
painted this in emulsion paint, 
added a skirting board and 
glossed it. Finally they 
attached a basin before 
plumbing in working hot and 
cold water supply, and waste 
piping.  

Urban Developments 

We hosted an Urban Developments songwriting and recording workshop in school. This 
was an application only opportunity, so well done to everyone who managed to get a 
place – it was very competitive. Pupils were put into groups and will then spend the next 
four weeks perfecting and recording their songs, before a showcase in the school hall. 
The finished tracks will also be uploaded to SoundCloud to promote them. Watch this 
space! 
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Diaspora Dialogue #2 Exhibition 
 
Last October our Art Department took nearly 80 pupils to see the Diaspora Dialogue 
Exhibition at Winns Gallery. The exhibition included works by 3 pupils from our class of 
2017 and proved so popular that the curator Sharon Foster has organised a follow 
up.  We are really excited to announce that Frederick Bremer has another ex-pupil 
showcasing their art at this second Diaspora Dialogue #2 Exhibition, which is currently 
being shown at Stow Brothers E17 from 29th January to 17th March 2018.   
The work by our student is titled ‘Beach Me Here’, it was inspired by the school visit to 
see the artwork at Simmons & Simmons, and is described as follows:  My final outcome 
was inspired by Hurvin Anderson because he painted places where he would usually go 
in Birmingham and Jamaica and this relates to me because I painted a beach called 
Lumley beach that is in Sierra Leone.  It also reminded me of an event that happens on 
the first Saturday in August.  The ‘Beach me Here’ symbolizes peace and a welcoming 
atmosphere for everyone to enjoy themselves.  That’s the image I wanted to portray to 
an audience. 

LAUNCHING SPEAKING CLUB IN GERMAN AND SPANISH 

The new MFL specification, we believe, will challenge our 
students as they never have been before. The linguistic aspect 
of the new MFL GCSE includes a range of topics such as 
talking about the environment, leisure, the world of work... 

It is difficult, as it now includes, emphatically, topics related to 
German and French cultural worlds. 

We, in the MFL Department, endeavour to provide the best 
to  our students. As a result, we have decided to launch a 
German and French Speaking club (25% to the final grade) 
every Monday. 

Please, parents, support us by encouraging your child to attend 
the club. 

Merci, Ddunkenshn.  
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Y11 Art Exam trip to Basquiat at 

The Barbican 

 

The Y11 art group were able to get 

their hands on the ‘hottest tickets in 

town’ last week to visit the Basquiat 

Exhibition during its final days.  Not 

only did they get the rare opportunity 

to see such a big collection of his 

work, which is normally all in private 

collections, but The Barbican also 

gave us a bespoke tour of the 

exhibition and a workshop linked with 

the artist and with their 2018 GCSE 

Art exam theme ‘Fragments’! 

We were very proud of the way the 

students impressed the Barbican staff 

with their ideas and the depth of 

subject matter they had come up with 

for their projects, and they were able 

to demonstrate this further with the 

relevance of their comments and 

questions during the tour and 

workshop.  It is possible that not all of 

them fell in love with Basquiat’s work, 

but they definitely all came away 

having learnt something about the 

New York art scene during the 80’s 

and the impressive influence this 

young black artist had at that  time 

and since.  In addition, they saw some 

great examples of the use of 

‘fragments’ in art. 
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Youth Health Champions 

Congratulations to the Youth Health Champions, who have now completed their Level 
2 Health Champion leadership qualification and submitted their portfolios. After the 2 
day training and 10 week portfolio process, in addition to running their first campaign, 
they have succeeded in becoming fully fledged student leaders. 

 

They have successfully delivered their first campaign on developing our school’s 
resilience, which included: 

 Planning and delivering a series of assemblies and workshops to educate peers 
on resilience, stress management and to raise awareness of mental health. Their 
uniform and exposure has meant that YHC are points of contact for student 
concerns, questions and support. 

 Taught interactive workshops to all Y10 and Y11 form groups to help them deal 
with exam stress in the run up to the Christmas Mock Exams. Feedback from this 
was positive, with most tutor groups stating they found the sessions useful. 

 Delivered a resilience workshop to the whole staff body to explore their own 
resilience 

 They have succeeded in raising awareness of resilience in the school, especially 
with staff. 

 

They have also developed a termly Youth Health Champions bulletin, and continually 
add to the Youth Health Champions blog on topical health issues. Watch this space for 
our next campaign, ‘Being Sugar Smart’! 

https://bremeryhcblog.wordpress.com/


The basketball season at Frederick Bremer has been very successful for all our 

year groups. An amazing 8 out of 9 of our talented basketball teams progressed 

through the season making it to the semi-finals for a chance to becoming the 

champions of their league. We must start off by congratulating all our teams as 

they played with a display of pure heart and dedication to the sport. 

The Year 7 Boys team have been showing a large variety of skill, chemistry and 

dedication within their debut season. The boys have been doing incredibly well 

as we’ve seen them grow through every game they’ve played. They were 

narrowly defeated in their very first semi-finals. The team have already displayed 

their skills at a high quality and we cannot wait to see them progress and 

hopefully bring home the win in the next season. 

The Year 9 teams battled it out against Lammas in what was an incredible semi-

final match-up. The two teams played extremely well, battling for a spot in the 

finals. Our Frederick Bremer years 9s were not able to take the win however 

played with heart, enthusiasm and amazing teamwork to make it as far as they 

did.  

An enormous well done to our Year 10 boys basketball team who made it to the 

finals this week, unfortunately they were pipped to the post, but showed great 

sportsmanship .  

Our Year 11 boys basketball team did a fantastic job representing 

Frederick Bremer this season. They were beaten by one basket during 

the final with a score of 37-35. They played with grit and determination. 

We are all so proud of the team and how they have represented our 

school for 5 years.  

And your 2018 Year 10 Girls Champions are… 

The year 10 girls of Frederick Bremer, after showcasing an amazing 

display of skill, dedication and teamwork, battled their way to victory to 

become basketball champions of the 2018 season. We would like to 

congratulate them on their devotion and determination throughout the 

season.  

We congratulate the teams on their efforts and hope to see you bring 

home the win next season. 
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Keep your eyes peeled for 

hairspray updates; ticket 

information and other news on our 

social media. 

Rehearsals are in full swing  for 

our performers and with their  

phenomenal dedication the 

production is going to be 

incredible. 

 A Bremer Production 

We would also like to say 

a massive thank you to 

our PTA for helping with 

the production.  

Don’t forget that Hairspray will take place on 

18th & 19th April  
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The Bremer PTA  

 

We would like to thank you all for making the Winter Market 
such a great success. 

We were able to support the DT Department, SEN 
Department and the Creative Arts Departments with their 
projects as well as raise money for the School Hardship 
Fund. 

If you would like to get involved with the next event please 
email us on parents@bremer.org.uk 

 

We will be supporting the school Production of HAIRSPRAY, 
which will be performed on both the evenings of the 18

th
 and 

19
th
 of April. 

 

There are many ways you can help: 

 Agree to have an Estate Agent advertising board outside 
your home 

 Come and help on one or both of the nights 

 Donate raffle prizes 

 Buy raffle tickets to raise money for school projects and 
continuing donations to the school hardship 

 Come and watch the production, which will be fantastic! 

 

We thank you again for your support. 

The Frederick Bremer PTA 

mailto:parents@bremer.org.uk
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Show My Homework 

In an effort to keep parent/carers as informed as possible we have been 
making more use of some features on Show My Homework.  

 

 By downloading the SMH app on your smartphone you can also sync your 
child’s homework calendar and school notifications to your phone calendar, 
allowing you to keep fully informed of events at school. 

 

 Please also be aware we have begun a trial whereby we notify you of 
detentions set for homework that has not been completed. We are trialling 
this with the Maths department. You will only receive such notifications if your 
child fails to complete homework on time; these detentions will all be of a 
duration of 20 minutes. Notifications will appear on your SMH account as a 
comment from a particular piece of homework. 

 

 Therefore, we ask that you regularly check your Show My Homework parent 
account for notifications of events, and comments regarding detentions. If 
you have not already set up your SMH parent account, you can find your 
activation PIN on your School Gateway account in the ‘Assessment’ section 
under ‘Pupil Passwords’.  

 

 Please note that for head of year and senior leadership team detentions, we 
will continue to send emails through School Gateway.  

School Gateway 

Please ensure you regularly access your School Gateway account. We 
recently sent the more detailed second academic report of the year, and 
without an activated Gateway account, you may not be able to access this 
document. 

 If you are having trouble logging in, it may be because the School doesn’t 
have your current email address and mobile number in our database. Please 
contact the reception on 020 8498 3340 or school@bremer.waltham.sch.uk 
and we’ll update your details. 

 School Gateway is a great way for parent/carers to keep up to date with 
what’s going on at school and help you monitor your child’s academic 
progress and conduct. 
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School Uniform  

 

At Frederick Bremer School we believe that school uniform plays a crucial role in creating an inclusive community, 

providing a school identity and demonstrating equality amongst pupils.  

Pupils are expected to wear school uniform at all times and a high standard of dress is required, both within the school and 

when representing the school in the community.  

Whilst this list below is not definitive or exhaustive, pupils are expected to be appropriately and respectfully dressed for 

school. The emphasis is on formal dress. Final decisions regarding the appropriate nature of uniform choice rests with the 

Headteacher.  

PE Kit Drama Kit 

All pupils must wear at all times: 

    A school navy blazer with logo (only school badges can be worn on blazers) 

    Plain white shirt with collar, tucked in (any clothing worn under shirts must be white) 

    School tie (with year group colours), with 5 bars of the stripe showing 

    School navy blue skirt to the knee OR full length skirt OR navy blue school trousers  (not tight fitting) 

    Black leather or leather –look school shoes (not canvas or with labels). The following shoes are acceptable: black leather 
Vans, leather Airforce, Leather Stan Smith or leather kickers 

    White, Navy blue or black knee length socks or tights – there should be no gap between the bottom of the skirt and 
the top of the socks 

Optional 

 School navy blue ‘V’ neck jumper with school badge. 

    Hijabs should be black, navy or white. 

    Traditional turbans may be worn. 

     For other pupils, hair accessories should be plain white, black or blue 

Please note 

   Belts, hair bands and other accessories must be plain and in school colours. 

   Boots may be worn to school in bad weather but must be changed for school shoes on arrival at school. 

   Coats and hats can be worn to and from school, but are not permitted in the school building during the school day. 

   Hairstyles should be suitably formal. Significant hair colouring or shaving of hair (including patterns) is not permitted. 

   Hair accessories should be plain and simple. Bands and ribbons should be blue, white or black. 

   Light make-up is permitted. Nail polish and acrylic nails are not permitted. 

   One discreet item of jewellery per pupil may be worn i.e. 1 small pair of plain gold or silver coloured stud earrings   
Diamante earrings are not appropriate. No other piercing is permitted 

   Simple watches are encouraged. 

   A large formal style school bag is compulsory (big enough to carry A4 books). 

 

    School white polo shirt 

    School navy blue shorts 

    School navy blue football socks or white sports socks 

    School navy blue jogging bottoms 

    School navy blue sweat shirt 

    Shin Pads - essential for after school football matches and recommended  for lessons 

    White or black trainers with non marking soles (to protect the sports hall floor) 

    Towel 

    Drama socks with a gripped sole 



Key Dates 

Last day of Term– 9th February  

February Half Term– 12th-16th February 

Pupils return to School– 19th February 

Year 9 Options & Parents Evening- 22nd 

February 

Spring Music Concert– 28th February 

Year 11 Mock Exams Begin– 5th March 

Parent Council Meeting– 15th March  

End of Term– 29th March  

Easter Holiday 3rd– 12th April 

Reminder to Parents/Carers 

If your child is going to be absent 
from school, can you please 

contact: Mrs Deere on 020 8498 
3340 on the first morning of that 
absence. This will ensure that we 

know your child is safe and 
accounted for. If your child has to 

take time out of school for an 
appointment could you please 

provide us with evidence. Pupils 
will not be released from school 
for appointments during the day 

without evidence e.g.. an 
appointment card. Where 

possible, of course appointments 
should be made outside the 

school day. 
Thank you for your support 

Parent Pay Reminder  

Parents/ Carers/Pupils need to put 

money on their ParentPay accounts to 

purchase food.  

The school cannot give credit to pupils. 


